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THREE-POINT TAKEOVER
Eastern’s men’s basketball team beat 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, 
57-54, Saturday.
TWO CAN TANGO
Dancers tell a rags-to-riches tale of an 
Argentinian humanitarian.
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By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor|@DEN_News
Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of arti-
cles profiling each of the four finalists in the search 
for Eastern’s next president.
Sam Minner realized he wanted to work in 
higher education during his sophomore year of 
college when a professor opened his mind to 
new possibilities.
After studying elementary and special educa-
tion, he ended up helping other cultures find ed-
ucational opportunities.
Minner, the vice president for academic af-
fairs at Radford University in Radford, Va., is 
one of the four finalists in the running to replace 
President Bill Perry as Eastern’s next president.
Recently, all four finalists came down to East-
ern in order to speak with the students, facul-
ty and staff.
During these open interview forums, the fi-
nalists were asked questions from the audience 
ranging from their personal experiences in high-
er education to what they would do in order to 
help better Eastern.
Minner, the third candidate to speak on cam-
pus, was a first-generation college student
He received both his undergraduate and mas-
ter’s degrees from Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville. Minner had also received his doc-
torate degree from the University of Arizona 
Tucson, Ariz.
Minner said he became interested in higher 
education as a student.
“I really liked the environment, the teachers, 
the professors,” Minner said. “For me, it was re-
ally interesting.”
Minner added he believed he has had many 
accomplishments during his career in higher 
education. During his open interview with the 
Eastern community, Minner mentioned a few of 
his accomplishments.
Minner, along with other educators, was a 
part of a team, which had traveled down to Be-
lize.
During his time there, Minner and his team 
worked along with the Belize government and 
had created the first university in Belize, called 
the University of Belize.
Aside from his work in Belize, Minner also 
cited his time in Flagstaff, Ariz., as another one 
of his career highlights. 
While he was serving as a departmental chair-
man at Northern Arizona University, he helped 
earn millions of dollars to help Native Ameri-
cans, especially those from the Navajo Reserva-
tion, receive a college education.
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern presidential finalist Sam Minner talks with students during the open student forum on Friday in the Arcola/Tuscola Room of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union. Minner held an informal discussion with students, talking about aspects of his personal life and qualities that 
he would bring to Eastern, should he be selected president.
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor|@DEN_News
The Board of Trustees will be voting on a 
2-percent increase to university housing rates 
and grant-in-aid fees during its meeting Tues-
day. 
The board will meet at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union to decide these rates and 
fees.
If approved, both increases would start in 
the next fall semester.
Paul McCann, the university treasurer and 
interim vice president for business affairs, said 
the way the board determines what the rate 
should be is by looking at the consumer price 
index each year.
This index measures the change in prices 
over time consumers pay for goods or services.
“We look at that in relation to where we 
stand with other universities,” McCann said. 
“Then we make a decision of whether we need 
to increase the rates.”
McCann also said housing costs are driven 
by food costs as well as labor costs.
“Every year people want pay increases; every 
year food costs go up, supplies go up, so we do 
have to look at those and make adjustments,” 
McCann said.
McCann said despite Eastern’s current en-
rollment troubles, the proposed increase has 
nothing to do with enrollment.
Grant-in-aid awards are much like scholar-
ships, which are given back to students and are 
used to help cover costs of student housing.
The grant-in-aid fee, along with the housing 
rates, would receive a 2-percent increase. The 
fee would increase $0.30 to $15.45.
“When we increase housing rates, we also 
have to increase the grants-in-aid,” McCann 
said.
McCann said typically student athletes are 
the ones who receive grant-in-aid money. 
“Traditionally, it’s always gone up by the 
same percentage that the housing did,” Mc-
Cann said.
The board will also be looking at the naming 
of university property. This means when some-
one makes a donation to the school, the uni-
versity will honor their donations by naming 
either a room or a building after them.
McCann said while he was unsure what ex-
actly the board will discuss during the meeting, 
he does know that there is a room on campus 
that received a donation and that most likely 
the room will be named after the donator.
The board will also be looking into honorary 
degrees. These are special degrees that are giv-
en to individuals that the university recognizes 
from their contribution to the school and soci-
ety in general.
“They could be a great politician, they could 
be somebody that has really succeeded in busi-
ness after they graduated from Eastern,” Mc-
Cann said.  “It’s a way of acknowledging su-
perior performance usually outside the univer-
sity.”
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
Housing 
rate, grant-
in-aid fee
increase to 
be voted on
By Katie Smith 
Editor-in-Chief | @DEN_News
Those commuting from the Champaign-
area may be delayed by two detours ar-
ranged after a tank truck transporting haz-
ardous material overturned early Sunday at 
North Interstate-57 at Bradley Street. 
I - 5 7  n o r t h b o u n d  a n d  s o u t h b o u n d 
are closed because of a jack-knifed semi 
hazmat truck at the scene. 
Brian Williamsen of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation said detours have 
been put in place to reroute around the 
closures. 
“The northbound is being rerouted at 
I-72 and southbound is being rerouted at 
I-74,” Williamsen said. 
At about 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Lt.  Steve 
Hopkins of the Champaign Fire Depart-
ment said it was unclear when the roads 
would be cleared. 
“I  would say they’re  probably maybe 
half done,” he said. “It’s going to be sev-
eral more hours before we have that tank 
empty.” 
Outside contractors are expected to ar-
rive at the scene to help clean areas where 
the product leaked. 
The tank truck was carrying Dimethyl-
aminopropylamine, a highly flammable, 
colorless liquid. 
The Ill inois Department of Transpor-
tations suggests drivers use caution when 
seeking an alternate route around the clo-
sures. 
The Champaign Fire Department plans 
to continue periodically host conferences 
to offer updates on safety and road con-
ditions. 
The Illinois State Police were not avail-
able for comment, and no further informa-
tion was available as of press time.
 
Katie Smith can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or kesmith2@eiu.edu. 
I-57 hazmat spill leads to detours 
Finalist hopes to build off education experience
FINALIST , page 5 
The Vehicle:
Eastern’s literary journal
Submit your creative prose, 
poetry and plays to 
The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com
CORREC TION
In Friday’s edition of The Daily 
Eastern News, in the article “Library 
to explore local history,” the exhibit 
dates were incorrect. The Quanah and 
Cynthia Ann Parker exhibit will be on 
display from Feb. 7 to April 9, and 
programs on campus will take place 
on Feb. 20, 21 and 23. The News re-
grets the errors.
Mostly Sunny
High: 21°
Low: 16°
Mostly Sunny
High: 37°
Low: 28°
MONDAY TUESDAY
Local weather
For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of 
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Mon-
day through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and 
spring semesters and twice weekly during the sum-
mer term except during university vacations or exami-
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Advertising
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Corrections 
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its 
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds, 
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected 
as promptly as possible. Please report any factual er-
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Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News 
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoon-
ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please 
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge
A medical team from the Champaign-
Urbana Public Health Department will be 
giving students free and confidential HIV 
testing at 10 a.m. Wednesday in the Arc-
ola/Tuscola Room of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union.
Kelsey Hosea, the vice president of Del-
ta Sigma Theta, said her sorority has hosted 
Brothers and Sisters United Against HIV 
for nine years.
HIV is a virus that lowers the immune 
system killing the T-cells that help fight off 
infections. Over time, this becomes AIDS, 
or acquired immune deficiency syndrome.
Brothers and Sisters United Against 
HIV is a program by the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health, which promotes 
HIV and AIDS awareness among minor-
ity communities. 
Hosea said even though the event is 
hosted by their organization, it is entirely 
confidential and not performed by the so-
rority. The health department will do a sali-
va test and give students immediate results.
Despite doing the event for nearly 10 
years, nothing new has been added, but the 
process of getting results has become quick-
er, Hosea said.
More than 1.2 million people are liv-
ing with the HIV infection in the United 
States with the most at-risk groups being 
gay or bisexual males and African-Ameri-
cans, according to the AIDS.gov website.
Hosea said a lot of stereotypes go along 
with the disease, so not only is it important 
to get tested if one is sexually active, but it is 
also important for everyone to be educated 
on the disease and know whom they can 
talk to.
“On a college campus, sometimes we 
might not be aware of the resources avail-
able,” Hosea said.
Roberto Hodge can be reached
at 581-2812 or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
Sorority offering free annual HIV testing
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor | @DEN_News
The Charleston Community The-
atre had a well-deserved sold-out open-
ing night of the play “Fat Pig” on Friday at 
the Tarble Arts Center. The play is intense 
without being too melodramatic and has 
humorous parts as well.
The show opens with Tom, an average 
20-something-year-old man, and Helen, 
a plus-sized librarian, meeting for the first 
time in an over-crowded restaurant. The 
lack of seats in the restaurant forces them 
to sit together, and after a few moments of 
awkwardness, they end up getting to know 
each other, and eventually end up dating.
Along with the problems that come 
with a regular relationship, Tom and Hel-
en must also contend with the hostile 
comments and judgments coming from 
Tom’s friend, Carter, and on-and-off girl-
friend Jeannie.
The play is well cast, and the actors 
seem comfortable in their roles, especially 
Matt Mattingly as Tom, who adequately 
showed his character’s nervous personality 
and hesitance to do the right thing.
Each actor seems to know their charac-
ter well, and what acting choices to make 
in order to exhibit their personalities.
Another actor who exemplified his 
character well was Aaron Due as Cart-
er, as he was able to play his character in 
his most obnoxious, immature moments 
as well as softer, more sentimental mo-
ments such as when Carter talked about 
the struggles of growing up with his over-
weight mother.
The conflict of the play lies in Tom’s in-
ability to make a decision in the face of his 
co-workers judgment of Helen, despite his 
love for her.
All of the actors were skilled when it 
came to gauging how their characters in-
teracted and making the dialogue realis-
tic. Although Carter and Jeannie’s hostil-
ity and rude comments about Helen can 
at time seem over-the-top, Due and Beka 
Murphy, who played Jeannie, were able to 
say their lines in ways that did not make 
what they were saying melodramatic or 
over-the-top.
The audience was able to see how Jean-
nie’s insecurity over being rejected in favor 
of a bigger woman like Helen drove her to 
the anger she showed toward Tom.
Likewise, Due was able to show how 
Carter’s embarrassment over his over-
weight mother turned him into the shal-
low shell of a human being he was during 
an emotional scene with Tom.
While the acting in the play was never 
over-the-top, the flipside to this was there 
were areas where the emotion displayed 
by the actors could have been height-
ened. While more intimate scenes, such 
as the aforementioned scene with Cart-
er and Tom, and especially the scenes be-
tween Tom and Helen, were believable be-
cause they used subtle emotion, there were 
scenes where the extra emotion could have 
helped.
For instance, there is a scene where Tom 
and Jeannie are fighting, which ends in 
Jeannie slapping Tom. The slap comes out 
of nowhere as Jeannie’s anger did not seem 
to escalate enough to the point where she 
would slap Tom, and the slap itself did not 
seem very forceful, although the way Tom 
reacted to it made it seem very painful.
The character of Helen, played by Hol-
ly Allen, was, with Tom, one of the more 
complex characters in the play. Allen 
played Helen with a lot of empathy, and 
was able to portray much of her vulnera-
bility, while still showing how she was able 
to be strong in the face of what she was 
dealing with. There were a few lines she 
could have delivered with more convic-
tion, especially in the emotional final scene 
where she offers to change her weight for 
Tom, but altogether her portrayal of Hel-
en was believable and touching.
The final performances will take place 
at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 5 to Feb. 7 in the Tarble 
Arts Center.
 
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Actors show emotion in 'Fat Pig'
RE VIE W
A JA TAYLOR | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Beka Murphy, Matt Mattingly, and Aaron Due perform during opening night of the play "Fat Pig" at the Tarble Arts Center Friday.
Love DENthe
follow us on twitter
@den_news
@den_sports
@den_verge
By Carlita Dixon
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
A male dancer was injured dur-
ing the las t  act  of  Tango Bue-
nos Aires performance and was 
rushed off stage Sunday.
The dancer was injured when 
his  partner accidental ly kicked 
him between the legs during the 
performance in the theater of the 
Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Leading up to the dancers’ ac-
c ident ,  the  Doudna  Fine  Ar t s 
Center was packed with students 
and community  members  who 
were ready to watch the danc-
ers in their elaborate and color-
ful costumes. 
Tango Buenos Aires is a dance 
and music presentation inspired 
by Eva Perón, a feminine charac-
ter in Argentinian history. 
The performance traces Perón’s 
l i f e ,  showing  how she  s t a r t ed 
off in the slums of Buenos Aires 
then soon rose to fame by leav-
ing her hometown and following 
her dreams.
There was a lot of twirling and 
spinning throughout the perfor-
mance along with a mixture of 
fast and slow-paced movements 
as  many of  the female  dancers 
were being tossed and thrown in 
the air. 
Audience  members  were  in -
vo lved  in  the  per formance  by 
clapping along to certain musical 
numbers. 
The performance also includ-
ed a live orchestra band on stage, 
and  so lo  a c t s  th roughout  the 
show.
Bl ake  Je f f e r i e s ,  a  f r e shman 
communicat ion s tudies  major, 
said this was his first time seeing 
a tango performance and he abso-
lutely loved it.
 He said it was nice to see dif-
f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  a n d  s t y l e s  o f 
dance. 
“I really loved the show. They 
were an act out of this  world,” 
Jefferies said. 
Corina Middleton, a junior ki-
nesiology and sports studies ma-
jor, said the performers kept the 
audience’s attention. 
“ I  l ove  how the  pe r fo rmer s 
were so energetic and just having 
fun”, Middleton said. 
Rosario Bauza, the artistic di-
rector for Tango Buenos Aires, 
said her vis ion for this  per for-
mance was to show “tango artis-
tic expression.” 
She believes Eva Perón was a 
huge inspiration for being Argen-
tina’s First Lady.
She  a l so  dances  soc ia l ly  for 
fun. 
Ta n g o  Bu e n o s  A i r e s ,  “ T h e 
Song Of Eva Perón,” showed the 
l i fe of Eva Perón through song 
and dance. 
Her fame sti l l  resonates with 
her millions of admirers.
Carlita Dixon can be
reached at 581-2812
or at cbdixon@eiu.edu.
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By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
Stephen Graham Jones began to write 
his first story after being escorted out of 
his world literature class by two police 
officers.
“I wasn’t taking notes; I was just sit-
ting there,” he said. “Two cops come in 
and start looking around, and I kind of 
sink down like, ‘Come on, come on, I’m 
in class,’ but sure enough they saw me 
and they said, ‘Come with me.’”
But they were not busting him for the 
usual reasons, Jones said.
One of his uncles had suffered third-
degree burns on 95 percent of his body, 
and thinking he would die, the hospital 
called for the nearest family member to 
be with him.
“I sat in that burn unit ICU for three 
days waiting for him to live or die, and 
all I had was a pen and a notebook, and I 
wrote my first story in there,” Jones said.
Jones then turned his story in to his 
composition professor, seeing as he ne-
glected to write the essay he was sup-
posed to for class, and instead of being in 
trouble, his professor sent his story into 
a contest where it won an award, Jones 
said.
Now the author of multiple novels, 
collections and short stories, Jones was 
the keynote speaker for Eastern’s Lions in 
Winter literary festival on Friday.
Though he wrote his first story in col-
lege, Jones said he knew he wanted to be 
a writer since fourth grade when he read 
the book “Where the Red Fern Grows,” 
which he had to check out of the library 
four times to finish.
“At the end of that book there’s an axe 
head stuck in the tree,” he said. “I clearly 
remember sitting in the library thinking, 
‘I can do that; I can stick an axe head in 
the tree.’”
Jones read from his collection of 50 
flash fiction stories, “States of Grace.”
“The reason that I generate so many 
of these is because a piece of flash fiction 
is as long as you are allowed on a Boun-
ty paper towel,” he said. “When my kids 
were little, that was the only thing I had 
to write on.”
One story was called “Neither Heads 
Nor Tails” in which the narrator tells the 
story of his father losing his left nipple in 
a hunting accident, noting that the mark 
still exists on the garage wall where their 
golden retriever licked it up.
“It didn’t make him any less of a fa-
ther; it made him more of a man real-
ly,” Jones read.
He also read from “Bleed Into Me,” 
which was his first collection from 2005.
“With my first collection, it’s like you 
are naked in that book because every-
thing that’s in there is my story that I just 
changed the names in,” Jones said.
The story “Discovering America” 
from that collection tells of a man who is 
stereotyped by his work crew and others 
for being Native American.
Jones said this story was about 96 per-
cent based on his real-life experiences.
“The only part that’s different is in 
the end I didn’t actually kill the clerk,” 
he said.
Shayna Hamm, president of the Sig-
ma Tau Delta English honorary soci-
ety, said she thought the pieces Jones 
chose to read showed variety, and along 
with being funny, he read with a melod-
ic voice that made his stories more en-
joyable.
She said she learned from Jones’ pre-
sentation that it is OK to scrap stories 
and start over, as she has struggled in 
the past with finishing them in a certain 
timeframe. 
Ruben Quesada, an English profes-
sor, said what stood out to him was hear-
ing how growing up in west Texas influ-
enced Jones’ writing.
Quesada said he hopes students took 
away that their day-to-day experiences 
can play a bigger role in the things they 
do than they may realize.
“The world around us always finds a 
way into the art we make,” Quesada said.
The festival continued Saturday with 
readings by poet David Tomas Martinez, 
creative non-fiction writer Julija Šukys, 
and fiction writer Edward Kelsey Moore.
Andrew McCue, a junior English ma-
jor, said he enjoyed Moore’s reading of 
his novel “The Supremes at Earl’s All-
You-Can-Eat,” which was a New York 
Times bestseller.
The novel begins with a woman hav-
ing a hot flash and talking with her bru-
tally honest, marijuana-smoking and 
ghost-seeing mother.
McCue said the organic dialogue 
made him connect with the story, and he 
would like to incorporate similar tech-
niques in his own writing.
He said one thing he dislikes about 
literary festivals like Lions in Winter is 
that they can become more about pro-
motion than celebrating the authors’ 
works, as most sold copies of their books 
outside of the Lecture Hall. 
Lania Knight, an English professor, 
said she thought the festival had a lot of 
energy.
Knight said more than 100 people 
registered for Saturday’s craft lectures, 
which was twice as many as last year.
She said the festival has been going on 
for five or six years, but this was only the 
third year that it was held in one week-
end rather than over a span of weeks.
Knight said she hopes her students 
were motivated by the variety of writings 
shared.
“I hope it inspires them,” she said. “I 
hope they want to go home and write.”
Stephanie Markham can be
reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
Authors share stories, techniques at festival
K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Stephen Graham Jones signs a book after reading selections of his writ-
ings at Lions in Winter Friday in the Lecture Hall of the Doudna Fine Arts 
Center. Jones is the author of 10 novels, two collections, one novella and a 
number of short stories.
Dancers perform historical Argentinian tale
KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Performers in the Tango Buenos Aires event dance in the first act of the show Sunday at the Doudna Fine Arts 
Center in The Theatre. Tango Buenos Aires performed two acts: “The Rise Of A Star” and “The Rise of Love.”
Keeping the university’s low-enrollment and market-
ing strategy in mind, the future of Eastern as a four-year-
institution relies upon a leader that is method-minded 
and accomplished at putting plans into action.
The four finalists for Eastern’s next president conclud-
ed their public interviews Wednesday. 
Looking forward, the university will chose the can-
didate they feel will best lead and represent the Eastern 
community. 
Throughout each interview the Eastern and Charles-
ton community expressed the importance of a strong 
president who is capable of balancing athletics with ac-
ademics, encouraging international enrollment, cultivat-
ing a community accepting of diversity, and above all in-
creasing enrollment. 
Each candidate offered a unique perspective to tack-
le each issue from.
Margaret Madden, the first of the candidates to visit 
campus, focused predominately on how her experienc-
es at the University of Potsdam would guide her work 
at Eastern. Specifically, Madden said she would focus on 
the public relations aspects of presidency, appealing to 
the state for more funding and possibly creating com-
munity groups to address racism.
David Glassman spoke of specific ways to address en-
rollment, such as expanding opportunities for interna-
tional students, offering variety in the delivery methods 
of the curriculum and catering to the growing popula-
tion of Latino students.
He stressed the importance of a diverse faculty and 
administration to student success as well, and he ex-
plained his goal of bringing revenue to Eastern for schol-
arships and new buildings.
Sam Minner discussed the declining enrollment and 
how to work on promoting competitive advantages and 
“improving academic outcomes.”
Minner emphasized that enrollment is vital to reve-
nue, and that both need to increase, noting that his team 
at Radford University increased minority enrollment by 
81 percent and first generation student enrollment by 40 
percent.
He also mentioned specific actions he has taken to 
give underrepresented groups opportunities for educa-
tion and leadership.
Guiyou Huang emphasized the importance of the in-
ternationalization of the student body, as well as a strate-
gic branding plan in order to increase enrollment.
He spoke of how important diversity on campus is to 
him, citing his experience studying English as an inter-
national student in the United States, and that a campus 
should reflect the national demographics.
Another topic Huang iterated was that keeping up 
with technology was crucial to preparing students; he 
also repeated that enrollment and marketing teams 
should be aggressive.
Specifically, Eastern would benefit from a president 
with a detailed action plan regarding the university’s low 
enrollment. 
Just as enrollment numbers are important to the uni-
versity’s success, so is a commitment to the inclusion 
of all persons – an obstacle Charleston has struggled to 
overcome thus far.
Guiyou Huang said that in order to ease tensions and 
create a more accepting environment, he would plan to 
introduce a series of diversity lectures, programs to attract 
minority faculty, and racial discrimination workshops. 
Sam Minner said to improve the minority enroll-
ment at Eastern, he would look at what the university 
is doing to retain certain populations, citing the growing 
number of Hispanic students as an example.
David Glassman said he would address whether or 
not Eastern’s recruiters can speak Spanish and cater to 
different population’s needs.
Margaret Madden said she has experience with di-
versity issues based on her psychology research in gender 
and race, and cited hiring incentives for minority faculty 
used at her previous institution.
To thrive, Eastern needs an administration that is will-
ing to work cohesively with its faculty, staff and students, 
but also with one another. 
Regardless of which candidate is chosen as President 
Bill Perry’s successor, special task forces and focus groups 
need free-flowing communication with one another on 
all levels if they expect their plans to be put into action. 
It is also up to the Charleston and university communi-
ty to hold the new president accountable of the promis-
es they made us throughout the last two weeks. It is im-
perative that these promises immediately transform into 
plans and shortly after into practices if they should ever 
become results. 
As the hype of the Super Bowl is starting 
to die down, with some still upset about their 
team losing and some still on a high because 
their team won, I’d like to take a minute to give 
a shout out to those that watched the game for 
the best parts, everything but the game.
I am not saying the game is not important, 
but one of the best reasons to enjoy Super Bowl 
Sunday is to eat traditional Super Bowl food 
like pizza and wings, drink soda and beer, wait 
for the half time show to see a performance 
from one of our favorite stars who was lucky 
enough to get a chance to be the act, and to 
watch the commercials. 
Each year companies invest millions of dol-
lars on their commercials for the public to see as 
they tune into the game. 
This year a 30-second commercial cost $4.5 
million, and even though there were a lot of 
different places that money could have gone 
toward, companies fought to get a spot during 
the Super Bowl.
Just as the pizza shops prepared for their 
phones to start ringing with take-out orders to 
be ready and delivered by kick-off time to hous-
es in the area and as snack items flew off the 
shelves in grocery stores to be put into bowls 
and served to fans all over the nation. 
But companies have got the right idea buy-
ing that air time to advertise for their products 
and giving out deals for their food the day of. 
There are millions of people watching the 
game and when it seems like the obvious answer 
to why people tune in should be to see what 
team will win the championship, there are many 
people who are only watching for those com-
mercials and to join in on traditions. 
So it would be a no-brainer to use that 
time to catch people’s attention and have them 
hooked on what you’re trying to sell. 
With each commercial, the audience judges 
which commercial is their favorite. 
Yesterday, we looked for big faces, and big 
companies, babies and cool slogans and while 
some commercials might not have been the 
best, some blew us away. 
And as we all waited in anticipation for the 
next plays, we munched on the food that we 
love so much and bonded over the traditions. 
So in the end, it is safe to say that not only 
did we take advantage of all that the Super Bowl 
offered us, but all those that made profits from 
that day took advantage of our viewership and 
we tightened our long standing relationship. 
Shirmeen Ahmad is a junior political science and 
journalism major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
denopinions@gmail.com.
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Juggling the world
Let us be realistic about college right quick. It has 
been the roughest four to five years of my life.I have 
barely had time for it. 
I have played many roles here at Eastern through-
out my time here. I have been a Conference Assistant, 
a Resident Assistant, on the executive board of Pride, 
I currently work for The Daily Eastern News, The 
Warbler Yearbook, The Student Community Service 
Office, and The Doudna Fine Arts Center. 
And I know I am not the only student on the 
entirety of this campus who has had a busy Eastern 
career like me.
Now this is not a column for the 4.0 students. This 
is a sermon from us regular folk to professors all over. 
This is a column that my brothers and sisters from 
the 2.4-3.2 gpa will understand perfectly.This is for 
all of the students who have four jobs and four class-
es. This is for all the single mothers, and part -time stu-
dents with full time lives. 
College professors need to understand that class for 
us is hard to make it to sometimes. 
If I am late by four minutes, with some of the rules 
that are in professor’s syllabuses, I might as well not 
even come to class because I will already be told to turn 
around and leave. 
I might as well not even come if class started at 
12:30 and it is 12:36 because I will have already lost 
participation or professionalism points.
Do not even get me started on those professors who 
give quizzes at the “beginning of class.”If you are one of 
those professors who give quizzes at the “beginning” of 
class, but choose to talk to us for ten to fifteen minutes 
about information that will NOT appear on the quiz 
knowing GOOD and WELL that I had literally 20 
minutes to cram in all the information that I needed to 
know, I will be awfully upset. 
By the time that you even hand out the quiz, 50% 
of the information that I thought I knew has already 
left me. 
Now let us talk about those classes that are an hour 
and fifteen minutes. 
Can you PLEASE realize that you have probably 
said everything you have needed to actually say to me 
in the first 50 minutes that I have been sitting here? 
Not that those last ten minutes to make it to a full 
hour could not be bad enough, the last fifteen minutes 
are a killer! Why are you standing up their chit chat-
ting with me at this point, basically? Do you not have 
somewhere else to be as well?
Can you not hear the person snoring and gurgling 
their spit behind me and to the left? Can you not see 
my leg over here jumping because I am ready to go?
I am just saying. My life is busy. My schedule is 
busy. Let the class out five minutes earlier so I can get a 
minute to breathe before my next engagement.
The last five minutes that you feel you need to 
spend talking will not make or break the grade that I 
receive in your course.
And do not DARE ask the general population of 
students if they have any questions in the last two min-
utes of class. 
There is always that someone who does actually 
have a question and feels that they need to ask it while 
we are all still sitting there—fighting tooth and nail 
to not jump out of our seats and run out of the class-
room, and then suddenly another student actu-
ally takes the chance to ask.
I might as well just die in my seat right then 
and there! People; just ask your question after 
class! Some of us have places to be!
I barely had time to write this column.
Olivia Diggs is a a senior family consumer science  ma-
jor can be reached
at 581-2812 or denopinions@gmail.com
 College pauses 
your full-time life
Olivia Diggs
STAFF EDITORIAL
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Throughout his education, Min-
ner has worked at multiple universi-
ties. He was a professor at East Ten-
nessee State University as well as 
a dean for several years at Truman 
State University.
While at Radford, Minner fo-
cused on raising the enrollment 
rates. During his time, he said he 
has successfully managed to do so.
“We’re really focused on high im-
pact standards,” Minner said. “I 
want to focus on activities that will 
be memorable.”
After successfully assisting in 
Radford’s enrollment rate turn-
around, if Minner is selected to be 
Eastern’s next president, he will be 
facing a similar enrollment situa-
tion.
During his open interview fo-
rum, Minner was asked a similar 
question in terms of what will he do 
to help boost Eastern’s declining en-
rollment rates. He said he wants to 
look at what the school is doing in 
order to reach certain demographics 
of students.
“In order to turn around East-
ern’s enrollment troubles, the first 
thing to do is to take a look at all 
the resources to boost enrollment 
rates.” Minner said. “Next would be 
to refine those tools.”
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultral Editor | @DEN_News 
Students will be allowed to sub-
mit a variety of different art forms for 
this year’s fifth annual Booth Library 
Award for Excellence in Student Re-
search and Creativity until March 27.
Allen Lanham, the dean of library 
services, said the Library Adviso-
ry Board ranks the projects on three 
broad categories, including excel-
lence, creativity/research methodolo-
gy and use of library resources.
The students may submit seven dif-
ferent works, including written, artis-
tic, exhibits, musical, documentary, 
performance and digital media.
“We’ve kept the area wide open to 
entice all majors,” Lanham said.
Lanham said students could apply 
each spring semester and submit the 
research they have completed with-
in the last 12 months; they can sub-
mit work done in a group, with their 
professor or mentor, or work done on 
their own.
Those who submit may receive an 
award up to $300, but not all will 
get the full amount. Usually multiple 
awards are given out, but not neces-
sarily financial—some students may 
receive honorary mentions. 
Items are ranked from highest and 
mid tier to the lowest.
“It’s a very, very comprehensive 
discussion—we don’t take it lightly,” 
he said.
Lanham said the students are 
ranked on the criteria by each of the 
library advisory board members; the 
board uses a points system, but does 
not necessarily use that for its final 
decision.
Two faculty members from each of 
the four colleges serve on the adviso-
ry board as well as two student repre-
sentatives.
“It’s not a numbers game,” Lanham 
said.
Students who do get prizes or hon-
orary mentions will also be able to 
have their work submitted to The 
Keep, which is Eastern’s digital repos-
itory where anyone can view research.
“People around the world can ac-
cess it,” Lanham said.
It is of great interest to see the dif-
ferent qualities of work produced by 
students at Eastern; very personal art-
works like poems and short stories 
have been a few of the “eclectic” items 
Lanham said he has seen.
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
Students able to 
submit art for 
Booth Award 
JORDAN GAY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Chris Fenwick, a senior biological sciences major, dodges a ball thrown at him at the glow-in-the-dark dodgeball game Friday in McAfee Gym.
» FINALIST CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Glowin’ in the gym 
Awesome 3 BR Townhouse.  Call 24 
hours for details.  
630-505-8374
___________________________2/2
BOWERS RENTALS - Very Nice 1-5 
BR Homes 
Starting at $300/mo.  Check out 
1011/1015 Grant!  Or 1532 1st St - 1 
minute walk to Lantz!  
Call or text 217-345-4001.  See all our 
properties at eiuliving.com.
___________________________2/3
2 BEDROOM APTS STARTING AT $250 
PER MONTH. EASTERN ILLINOIS PROP-
ERTIES.  
217-345-6210  
www.eiprops.com
___________________________2/3
1 bedroom apartments.  Starting at 
$300 per month.  EASTERN ILLINOIS 
PROPERTIES. 
217-345-6210  
www.eiprops.com
___________________________2/3
ORCHARD PARK APTS.  3 BED, 2 BATH, 
FULL KITCHEN W/WASHER AND DRY-
ER.  FREE UTILITIES.  $450 PER PER-
SON.  
217-345-6210  
www.eiprops.com
___________________________2/3
Very Nice 6 BR, 3 Bath House with 5 
vanities. Excellent location. 7 parking 
spots, Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher, and 
Large backyard included. $290/per-
son. 
217-493-7559
___________________________2/6
We have the size and price you need! 
1, 2, & 3 BR units, four great locations! 
www.tricountymg.com 
217-348-1479 
715 Grant Ave. #103.
__________________________2/10
AVAILABLE FALL 2015.  NEXT TO 
BUZZARD
2, 3 BR 1812 9TH ST.  3 BR 1205 GRANT 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2015.  
sammyrentals.com.  
CALL OR TEXT 217-549-4011 OR CALL 
217-348-0673.
__________________________2/10
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 
2015-2016 school year. 
Call 217-962-0790. Appliances includ-
ed.
__________________________2/12
2 and 3 bedroom homes close to cam-
pus.  
217-345-5037.  
www.chucktownrentals.com
__________________________2/13
3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex east of 
campus. RCRRENTALS.COM 
217-345-5832
__________________________2/13
2015 School year: 
RCRRENTALS.COM 
217-345-5832
__________________________2/13
5 bedroom house 10 MONTH LEASE 
$275 each A/D, W/D, D/W partial cov-
ered large patio
 217-345-3273
__________________________2/16
4-6 bedroom house  10 MONTH 
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each A/C, W/D, 
off-street parking
 217-345-3273
__________________________2/16
6 bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1 (6 total) 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1906 11th, $300 each, large 
yard and patio.  A/C, D/W, W/D.  
217-345-3273
__________________________2/16
EIUStudentRentals.com   
217-345-1815
__________________________2/16
Properties available on 7th Street.  5 
or 6 BR houses.  Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts. 
Most utilities paid on apts.  
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________2/20
Available Fall 2015:  1025 4th St.  5 BR, 
2 full baths, 2 half-baths, washer and 
dryer.  
618-670-4442
__________________________2/20
 4 bedroom 2 bath house located at 
1410 9th St available for 15-16! 
Great Location, All Inclusive Pric-
ing, W/D - Stay Unique 
217-345-RENT (7368)  
www.uniqueproperties.net 
__________________________2/27
Very spacious 5 bedroom house 
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St for 
15-16!  Great Location, All Inclusive 
Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique 
217-345-7368 
www.uniqueproperties.net 
__________________________2/27
Large 3 bedroom furnished apart-
ment for Fall 2015. Make an appoint-
ment to see. 
Call 345-3664
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015- 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS. Carlyle 
Apartments, 217-348-7746. 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk. 
from EIU, all kitchen appliances. 
Water & Trash pd. 217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015-2016: VERY NICE 1-6 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS. 
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAM-
PUS. 
CALL 217-493-7559  
myeiuhome.com
___________________________3/6
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio, 1, 2, & 3 bedroom apartments. 
Great locations! 
ppwrentals.com   
217-348-8249
__________________________3/16
You deserve to live in a nice home 
with nice landlords.  Leasing for Fall 
2015.  2-5 bedroom homes, in-
cludes all appliances and garbage. 
Walk to campus.  Pet friendly.  
Call or text 217-649-6508. 
www.keslerodle.com 
__________________________3/31
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Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
FOR RENT
581-2812
Are you a land
lord with 
apartments a
vailable 
for next year?
Get them move-in ready! 
To advertise, call...
Let students know 
by advertising in our 
Classifieds section!
Don’t wait until it’s 
too late!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
    
Like us on Facebook and Twitter!
read. share. connect
CLASSIFIEDS
Check back on Friday 
for our Verge Edition 
to find out about 
the latest in 
entertainment!
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
EVERY DAY FOR A WEEK
JUST $89
CALL 581-2816
FOR MORE INFO
1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE SUMMER & FALL
*Quiet
locations
*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person
For Appointment 
217-345-7746
www.CharlestonILApts.com
820 Lincoln Ave
Office Hours:
9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
For rent
For rent For rentFor rent
Check out our print ad 
specials!
Buy one ad at open rate 
price; receive the next 
30% off!
Buy two ads at open rate 
price; receive the third 
40% off!
Call Rachel at 217-581-2816 or email denads@eiu.edu
Check out our photo 
galleries online!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
Nice renovated studio available Sum-
mer 2015. Only $595/mo with every-
thing included. Call Crystal, 815-274-
5545.
___________________________2/3
Sublessors
By Mackenzie Freund
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Sexual Assault Coun-
seling and Information Ser-
vice paired up with the Top 
of the Roc for the “Rock Out 
Against Rape” fundraiser Fri-
day. 
SACIS has hosted simi-
lar fundraisers, but this is the 
first time the group has put on 
“Rock Out Against Rape.”
Erin Walters, the executive 
director for SACIS, said the 
main goal was to raise aware-
ness in the Charleston com-
munity that sexual assault 
happens, even though some 
may not hear about it. 
“Our plan is to make this 
an annual event, and hope-
fully there will be a good turn 
out that we can build on from 
one year to the next,” Walters 
said.
During the event, items, 
which were donated by people 
living in the Charleston com-
munity, were placed up for 
auction.
The items included hand-
carven-wooden spoons, cro-
cheted scarves, jewelry, and 
many other hand-made items.
As the night progressed, 
more and more people be-
gan to show up to support the 
cause.
Not long after the event of-
ficially began, Reverend Rob-
ert went up on stage and be-
gan to play mellow, old rock 
songs with an alternative 
twist.
As Reverend Robert per-
formed, more people began to 
bid on the items that were up 
for auction.
Reverend Robert said he is 
always glad to play shows like 
this because it turns into a 
good social atmosphere, while 
also supporting a good cause 
to raise money for.
Reverend Robert’s set end-
ed, and part of the Moondogs 
went up on stage to play a set 
with him to keep the music 
flowing through the Top of 
the Roc.
Once their set was done, 
Reverend Robert went into 
the crowd to socialize with 
other people, and the rest of 
the Moondogs went up on 
stage.
Before the Moondogs be-
gan to play, Walters stepped 
up on stage to challenge the 
people in attendance to stop 
victim blaming, and challenge 
the offender when they hear 
talk about sexual violence.
After  Walters  gave  her 
speech, the Moondogs start-
ed to play again, and people 
danced and sang along with 
the cover songs they have 
come to know.
Amy Wettig, a Charleston 
resident, said the Moondogs 
are a great group who care 
about events such as “Rock 
Out Against Rape.”
S t u d e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s 
Charleston residents, were in 
attendance throughout the 
night.
Sha Wilbern, a senior psy-
chology major, said she was 
interested in attending be-
cause it helps people become 
more aware of what sexual as-
sault is and teaches them the 
steps of how to stop it.
As the evening progressed, 
many people sat with friends 
and neighbors to talk about 
different topics going on in 
their lives and in the commu-
nity.
Wettig said she loved going 
but wishes more people would 
come out to support these 
kinds of events.
 “It was a wonderful reason 
to get together, but I am al-
ways disappointed that it is not 
more crowded,” Wettig said.
Walters said he was pleased 
with those who attended.
“This is an opportunity to 
raise funds for our rape crisis 
center and put those funds to-
wards services for our clients,” 
Walters said.
Mackenzie Freund can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or mgfreund@eiu.edu.
MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Everyone was on the dance floor during the Moondogs’ performance at the “Rock Out Against 
Rape” fundraiser Friday at the Top of the Roc.
SACIS rocks against sexual assault 
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Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
The  Southe rn  I l l ino i s -Edwardsv i l l e 
women’s basketball  team closed out the 
first half on an 18-6 run Eastern would 
never recover from in the Panthers’ 65-48 
loss on Saturday at Lantz Arena. 
Heading into the game, Eastern coach 
Debbie Black told her team that i t  was 
going to be a tough, physical team to play 
against.
“I said it all week. They are physical,” 
Black said. “One thing we did challenge 
our players was that you have to be ready. 
They play hard. Basical ly,  they come at 
you and don’t foul, because they are the 
more aggressive team.”
The Panthers were awarded a season-
low three free-throw attempts on Satur-
day. Edwardsville converted on 14-of-21 
of its free throws.
Edwardsvi l le  scored 20 points  of f  of 
Eastern’s 23 turnovers in the game. 
“I am a little disappointed in our first 
hal f  turnovers ,”  Black sa id.  “I  thought 
they were pretty much unforced. In the 
second half we had five in 19 minutes and 
gave them a second half game.”
Edward sv i l l e  j un io r  gua rd  Shronda 
Butts provided a tough task for the Pan-
thers as she scored 30 points on 13-of-18 
shooting.
Eastern senior forward Sabina Oroszo-
va said Butts is a very good, physical and 
tough player.
“We were struggl ing to stop her,  be-
cause she was doing something that we 
are not used to,” Oroszova said. “She is 
a very dimensional player. She is a point 
guard, but she is very physical. She takes 
people to the hole and uses her body to 
score.”
The Cougars  shot 24-of-59 from the 
f loor including 13-of-30 in the second 
half. 
The Cougars only had one other play-
er in double-digit scoring. Butts finished 
with 11 points  on 4-of-10 shooting on 
the day. 
Edwardsville pushed the lead up to 23 
with 3:24 left to play in the second half.
Eastern had a lead in the first half that 
lasted for less than four minutes. 
Despite the loss, Black said it was good 
for her players to get a learning experi -
ence of  playing against  tough, physical 
teams. 
“I think this is probably the most phys-
ica l  team we have  p layed,”  Black sa id . 
“I am a big believer you can always take 
something away from that. They have to 
learn how to get through the physicality 
of the game. I think it got in their heads a 
little bit. I would rather have this happen 
now. We get  a  chance to go back there 
and play  (Edwardsvi l l e )  aga in.  I  th ink 
they needed to be bruised around a bit.”
The Panthers have s ix games remain-
ing on their conference schedule, two of 
which are at home. 
The Panthers are sitting in eighth place 
in the Ohio Valley Conference. They are 
a game and a half ahead of Eastern Ken-
tucky.  Eastern beat  the Colonels  ear l i -
er  this  season which gives  them the t ie 
breaker.
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu. 
Turnovers result in Eastern loss
By Cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter|@DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s tennis team dropped 
its third-straight match on Saturday, 7-0, 
to Nebraska at Drake’s Knapp Tennis Cen-
ter in Des Moines, Iowa. 
Eastern went 0-3 in doubles matches 
and 0-6 in singles matches.
“Nebraska is a very strong team,” East-
ern men’s tennis coach Eric Stark said. “I 
would be surprised if they weren’t in the 
top half of the Big Ten this year.” 
The last time Eastern was shut out was 
against Michigan State a year ago when 
they lost 7-0 to the Spartans in East Lan-
sing.
Despite losing every match, the Pan-
thers were tough in every doubles match 
losing 7-5, 6-4, 6-3 in their three doubles 
matches.
Huskers juniors Dusty Boyer and Brad-
ford Zitsch defeated junior Robert Skolik 
and freshman Preston Touliatos 7-5. Ju-
nior Scott Elsass and freshman Linus Er-
hart  defeated juniors Ryan Henderson 
and Rui Silva 6-4. Junior Marc Herrmann 
and freshman Chris Hobgarski defeated 
sophomore Grant Thompson and senior 
David Constantinescu 6-3. 
“We had some great individual efforts 
today, but you can’t beat a really good Ne-
braska team without a combined team ef-
fort,” Stark said. “I really liked the way 
we played doubles today. Rob and Preston 
battled back from a break down and Ryan 
and Rui moved well and returned well. I 
thought this was their best doubles match 
of the young season.”
This was the first match where Stark 
didn’t use the team of freshman twins 
Grant and Trent Reiman. He said there 
was no reason why he didn’t use them ex-
cept for new combinations.
“In the early season, we are going to try 
a bunch of different combinations in the 
line-up to see what will work and to get 
everyone some experience,” Stark said.
In  the No.1 match,  Boyer  defeated 
Thompson 6-4, 7-5. In the No. 2 match, 
Herrmann defeated Touliatos 6-2, 6-2. In 
the No. 3 match, junior Andrew Dzulyn-
sky defeated Skolik 6-3, 6-4.
In the No. 4, No. 5, and No. 6 matches, 
Erhart defeated Henderson 6-1, 6-1; Hob-
garski defeated Silva 6-2, 6-2, and Soph-
omore Vasileios Stavropoulos defeated 
freshman Grant Reiman 6-4, 6-1.   
The second-year head coach said he 
is not worried going forward in terms of 
wins or losses.
“We are not evaluating our non-confer-
ence on wins and losses but on develop-
ment,” he said. “We didn’t have our best 
team match, but we had some great efforts 
out there.”
Eastern’s non-conference schedule has 
still just begun as they still have eight 
matches before they dive into Ohio Valley 
Conference matchups in mid-March. 
The Panthers have their first short week 
of the season with their next matchup 
against Indianapolis on Tuesday. 
“We will get right back to work on a 
short week,” Stark said. “We play three 
very tough teams this week and I’m excit-
ed to see how we handle it.”
The Panthers will travel to Indianapo-
lis for their fourth match of the year at 12 
p.m. at the U-Indy Tennis Center.
Cody Delmendo can be 
reached at 581-2812
 or cddelmendo@eiu.edu.
Panthers endure first season shutout 
Mark Shanahan
Staff Writer | @Den_Sports
Eastern men and women’s track and field 
teams set three top-ten records this weekend at 
the Indiana Relays.
It was a Division I meet, but team scores 
were not recorded.
For the women, senior Katie Ryan came in 
fourth in the 60-meter hurdles with a time of 
8.82 seconds that placed her eighth all time in 
school history. 
Sophomore Rachel Garippo also is eighth 
all time in school history with her time of 
10:10.49 in the 3000-meter run. 
Junior Kristen Paris placed first in the 
800-meter run with a time of 2:11.65 seconds 
that placed her third overall in school history. 
Paris was also on the 4x400 meter relay 
that featured juniors Amina Jackson, Dhi-
aa Dean and sophomore Camelia Nicholson. 
The Panther trio took third place. Their time 
of 3:50.19 placed them fifth all time in school 
history.
Coach Tom Akers said Dean had a strong 
performance at the end of the relay and also in 
the 600-meter run. 
She captured first place with a time of 
1:34.19 seconds in the 600. That is less than 
two seconds off her previous school record. 
For the men, junior Norvel Mohammed 
now ranks eighth all time in school history 
with his time of 21.66 seconds in the 200-me-
ter dash. 
He placed fourth at the meet with that time. 
Mohammed also broke a school mark in the 
400-meter dash with a time of 47.87 seconds. 
He is now fourth all time in the 400. 
The men were the only team to have three 
people in the 60-meter finals. Jamal Robinson, 
Jonathon Boey and Christian Ilunga-Matthie-
sen were the three finalists for Eastern. 
Sophomore Julie James had her best mile 
time this year with a time of 5:04.70 seconds. 
She finished 16th with that time and teammate 
Kristen Rohrer also placed.
Sophomore Bryn Buckwalter finished in the 
seventh place in the shot put and junior Zane 
Chapman came in 11th for the men. 
Akers said they still need to get a little more 
ready to compete mentally and that some of 
the athletes are starting to come around. 
He said a couple people are battling inju-
ries and that they need to work with the head 
trainer to get ready. 
Both the men and women will compete in 
a two-day event at the Notre Dame Meyo this 
upcoming weekend. 
Mark Shanahan can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Track shows 
powerful 
performance 
at Indiana 
relays
“It’s great that we’re swimming this fast 
close to the end,” She said. “It just means 
that were going to go even faster at the 
end.”
The only two first-place finishers for the 
Panthers were both freshman.
Freshman Amy Smith won the women’s 
200-yard backstroke with a time of 2:09.30. 
Freshman men’s swimmer Ashton Pollick won the 
men’s 200-yard butterfly. 
The Panthers are off until Feb. 18 when they 
head to Indiana-Purdue University at Indianapolis 
for the conference meet. 
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or smhastings@eiu.edu.
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Shakita Cox, a junior guard, defends against Shronda Butts in the women’s basketball game Saturday in Lantz Arena against SIU-Edwardsville. 
Butts ended the game with 30 points.
Men’s tennis team 
loses against 
Nebraska 7-0
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: Congrats to @JimmyG_10 on getting a Super Bowl ring in his rookie season with the New England Patriots.
By Blake Nash
Staff Reporter @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s basketball 
team ended its three-game losing 
streak on Saturday with a 57-54 
win over Southern Il l inois-Ed-
wardsville at Lantz Arena.
Southern  I l l ino i s’  f re shman 
guard CJ Carr hit  a  late three-
point  shot  that  forced Eastern 
coach Jay  Spoonhour  to  ca l l  a 
timeout.
The  Panthe r s  we re  c lo s e  to 
facing a fourth-straight defeat. 
Spoonhour set up a new motion 
offense on the next play that re-
sulted in a game-winning layin 
and tr ip to the free-throw l ine 
for junior forward Trae Ander-
son.
The Panthers improved to 7-3 
in the Ohio Val ley Conference 
and 13-9 overall.
“We were  running  our  new, 
l i t t l e  mot ion  o f f ense ,”  jun ior 
guard LeTrel l  Viser said.  “Trae 
got  i t  and saw he had an open 
side, and he just went to work.” 
Anderson led the Panthers with 
a game-high 20 points and seven 
rebounds.
Freshman guard Cornell John-
ston finished with 12 points, four 
assists and four rebounds for the 
Panthers. 
“It’s good to win,” Spoonhour 
s a id .  “ We  t a l k ed  about  i t  a f -
ter our last  game, during prac-
t i ce .  I  jus t  to ld  them at  some 
point we’re going to win a game, 
and it’s going to be really, real-
ly ugly.”
The Panthers started the game 
wi th  an  11-0  run  tha t  turned 
into a 26-19 halftime lead. They 
lost the lead with 14 minutes re-
maining in the second half and 
wou ldn’t  r ega in  i t  f o r  ano th -
er seven minutes when Viser hit 
a 3-pointer to put the Panthers 
back on top. 
“I ’ve been having a shooting 
slump through the previous games 
that we’ve been losing,” Viser said. 
“It felt so good just knocking that 
down and just seeing the atmo-
sphere go up after that.”
With less than 10 seconds re-
ma in ing ,  s en ior  guard  Regg ie 
Smi th  fo rced  the  Cougar s  ju-
n io r  gua rd  and  l e ad ing  s co r -
er Donivine Stewart to turn the 
ball over on a double dribble.
 On the next possession, John-
s ton  was  fou led  wi th  2 .4  s ec -
onds left and would later end the 
game with a  pair  of  made f ree 
throws.
“Reggie  d id  a  great  job  jus t 
guarding and sitting down,” Vis-
er said. “When we were watch-
ing them, we noticed they do a 
lot of ball fakes, and I fell for a 
few of them. Reggie just guarded 
Donivone Stewart and fortunate-
ly he double dribbled after that.”
Stewart  was  6-of-9 f rom the 
floor before the turnover includ-
ing 5-of-7 from the 3-point line. 
He finished with a team-high 19 
points.
The Panthers  shot  33.9 per-
cent from the floor but forced 17 
Cougar turnovers.
“That’s  k ind of  how i t ’s  go-
ing to have to be for us to win 
games. We’re not going to do it 
pret ty,”  Spoonhour sa id.  “The 
game’s got to be kind of messed 
up looking, ugly, for us to win. 
Which is okay. At least we know 
that.”
Spoonhour  s a id  he  thought 
the defense  did a  f ine  job and 
played smart, especially in slow-
ing  down the  Cougar s’  s en ior 
guard Kris Davis. 
“The best thing for us is Kris 
Da v i s ,  w h o  c a n  r e a l l y  s c o r e , 
only got three shots off from be-
hind the three,” Spoonhour said. 
“Dylan did a nice job guarding 
him. I thought all-in-all we were 
pretty smart. We did some good 
stuff.”
The Panthers will host a non-
conference game with Baker Uni-
versity at 7 p.m. Tuesday night 
at Lantz Arena.
Blake Nash can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or banash@eiu.edu.
Panthers beat Cougars to end 3-game skid
By Sean Hastings
Staff Reporter|@Den_Sports
The Eastern swim team lost to 
Saint Louis University as seniors 
Katie VanHootegem and Nikki 
Peck swam in their final home reg-
ular season meet at Podovan Pool. 
Family and friends were there 
to support the two seniors as they 
were honored prior to the meet for 
their 4-year careers at Eastern. 
VanHootegem and Peck are both 
from Galesburg and have been 
swimming together since they were 
10 years old.
“Tonight was simply amazing,” 
VanHootegem said. “I had so many 
people come out to support me, 
and I cannot begin to thank them 
enough. I really could not have 
asked for a better team. They made 
my night so special.”
She was able to get a career-best 
time in the women’s 400-yard med-
ley relay while also competing in 
the 100-yard free style.
Peck said she felt the same way 
as VanHootegem on her special 
night.
 “It was a great feeling having 
my teammates and family support-
ing me on this special night,” Peck 
said.
During the intermission, Peck 
and VanHootegem had a final se-
nior swim together. Both swim-
mers said how great it was to have 
one another.
“Having Katie by my side these 
past four years has been wonder-
ful,” Peck said. I’m glad we got to 
finish our swimming careers to-
gether. Having our special race to-
gether was so much fun.”
After being teammates for four 
years and having swam together for 
half of their lives, VanHootegem 
said it was just great to be in the 
pool with her for the final time at 
Eastern.
“Having the senior swim with 
Nikki was really great,” VanHoote-
gem said. “It was a really great way 
to end swimming with her. She is 
not only my teammate but my best 
friend.” 
Despite the losses, Eastern’s first 
year head coach Jacqueline Michal-
ski said she was pleased with how 
things went overall.
“There was a lot of good energy 
here, we had a lot of people from 
across campus,” Michalski said. 
“A lot of the different sport teams 
came, so that was a lot of fun.”
Michalski said she was happy 
with how supportive everyone was 
and how everyone was able to have 
fun.
She said she was glad to see some 
of the swimmers get season best 
times especially being the last meet 
of the season. 
Eastern swimmers lose on Senior Night 
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Cornell Johnston, a freshman guard attempts to go up against a defender in the men’s basketball game Saturday 
in Lantz Arena against SIU-Edwardsville. Johnston ended the game with 12 points.
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Nicole Beringer, a freshman family and consumer sciences major, competes in the women’s 400-yard medley relay 
Friday in Lantz Arena at Ray Padovan Pool. Both the men and womens’ swim teams ended their season Friday in 
the meet against St. Louis.
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